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Dear members of the University Council,

We hereby than you for your letter of 26 May 2021 where you 
advise positively on the intention to start an Educational Master 
Primary Education (EMPO). We are glad to hear that you agree 
that this programme will enable EUR to make an impact on 
Rotterdam, by training more, excellent primary school 
teachers.

Regarding your recommendations - we will indeed carefully
communicate the consequences of this being a pilot phase
such that expectations on the students and staff side are clear
n advance of student enrolment. This also means making sure
that interested participants know in time whether the pilot will
ndeed be offered, for them, to still be able to consider
alternative master programmes. As mentioned in our letter of
May 10tn, the decision to offer a pilot programme depended
on the (positive) advice of the University Council, and the
number of interested participants. For a pilot we would need
10 to 15 students who are: 1) enthusiastic about participating in
the pilot (pioneering) phase of a new programme regardless of
the uncertainties involved; and 2) passionate about a teachers
programme even though that option is relatively new to them,
compared to the existing ESSB master s programmes that they
have looked into so far. Earlier this week, we concluded that
we do not have sufficient participants to run a successful pilot
Therefore, we have decided not to offer the pilot in 2020-

Also, we agree with your council that the costs involved with 
studying EMPO should not make it inaccessible to those that 
would most benefit from it. Therefore, as mentioned in our 
previous letter of May 10th, we have secured a budget that will 
enable us to provide scholarships for between 5 and 10 
students annually who would otherwise not be able to study 
full time. The scholarship will compensate for tuition fees and
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part of living costs. Furthermore, both the EMPO location and 
most internship schools will be in Rotterdam-South, which will 
keep additional travelling costs associated with the internship 
for students to a minimum. Of course, we are open to further 
suggestions on the accessibility of the EMPO!

Finally, you asked us in subseguent e-mail that you would like 
to be updated regarding the process for starting the EMPO.
Last week, we have submitted the New Programme 
Assessment ('Toets Nieuwe Opleiding', TNO) application to the 
NVAO. During the summer, we will prepare for a site-visit of 
the accreditation panel, that is expected to take place in the 
fall.

Also, on behalf of Prof.dr. V. J.J.M. Bekkers (Dean ESSB),

The Executive Board of Erasmus University Rotterdam,

A. van der Duijn Schouten
Rector Magnificus
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