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Dear University Council,  
 
Thank you for your letter on student numbers and expected 
growth. The questions in your letter cover a very broad range 
of topics. From that we can conclude that student numbers 
are an essential part of many processes within our university.  
 
Your letter states that EUR is consciously growing, but this is 
not entirely correct. Universities have very limited tools to aim 
for higher or lower student numbers. In the near future, there 
will probably be some expansion of the tools due to the Wet 
Taal en Toegankelijkheid. Given the government’s caretaker 
status, the senate decided to declare this bill controversial for 
now.  
 
Dutch law offers limited possibilities to manage student intake. 
The legal framework allows universities to put a cap on the 
intake of the number of students (numerus fixus). Other tools 
to manage student intake is by being selective in whom to 
admit by applying either additional requirements or by offering 
a small-scaled intensive programme. All these tools require the 
approval of the government and not all programmes qualify 
for these tools. 
 
While the numerus fixus indeed aims to keep the influx of 
students at a certain (fixed) number, the other selection tools 
mentioned here have not been put in place to limit the 
number of students. The purpose of these tools is to allow for 
a match between the student and the programme. These tools 
make sure we maintain our educational quality and objectives, 
but only for these specific programmes. 
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The Erasmus University currently has 5 numerus fixus 
bachelor’s programmes1. These programmes can only 
accommodate a certain number of students and will conduct 
their own selection processes to decide which students to 
admit. In addition to the bachelor's programmes, some 
master's programmes have also established a limited capacity, 
allowing them to select. Although the approval of the 
Executive Board is required to apply on a master’s programme, 
admission to the master’s is organized very much by the 
faculties, with the common denominator being the master 
admission framework of the VSNU.  
 
Improvement can be made in the EUR-wide vision on how to 
control student growth. We agree that topics such as student-
staff ratio, work pressure and housing should be considered 
when drafting such a policy and are open to having a dialogue 
with the University Council about the same. In the autumn, 
Academic Affairs will work with the faculties on an EUR-wide 
Portfolio Analysis. The accessibility of education will be part of 
this discussion. The University Council will be informed on this 
project as soon as it has started in October/November this 
year (2021).  
 
Forecast of student numbers 
The latest forecast of student numbers in the coming years is 
shown in the table below. Note that this forecast was drafted 
for Erasmus Perspective 2022, so for financial purposes to 
forecast income from tuition fees in the period up to 2025.  
 
Corporate Planning & Control does not recommend using this 
forecast for other purposes than financial planning. A forecast 
for financial purposes is not highly accurate in predicting exact 
student numbers. For example, 500 more or less estimated 
students has limited impact on the overall budget regarding 
financial planning. On the other hand, for facilities planning it 
makes quite a difference. Facility planning would require a 
different approach and a higher level of accuracy.  
 
Also, note that this forecast does not reflect any intentional 
plans or ambitions for growth. It is simply based on an 
extrapolation of the development of student numbers in 
recent years. 
 
Forecast total student numbers – Erasmus Perspective 2022 

 
Academic year    20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 24/25 
Expected students 
numbers   30.388 30.388 30.986 31.596 32.219 32.854 
                

 
1 this includes the Erasmus University College 
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Methodology 
 
Step 1: The student population is split into subsets by degree 
level and fee level (statutory or institutional tuition fee). For 
each subset the average growth of student numbers over the 
last 3 years is calculated and used as a basis to make an 
extrapolation of the expected growth in the coming years. This 
makes the baseline for the forecast. 
 
Step 2: Manual adjustments are made in case of plausible 
assumptions that a deviation from the trend is to be expected 
(for a certain subset or the entire population), the latest 
example being the Covid-19 situation. 
 
Step 3: Finally, the outcome is sanity checked against the 
reference forecast (referentieraming) by the ministry, which 
predicts student numbers in higher education on a national 
level, based on a much more complex predictive model that 
incorporates demographic factors such as population growth, 
and economic outlook. 
 
 
 
The Executive Board of Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prof.dr. H. Brinksma 
President  


