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Context / Reason 

National agreements regarding compensation for the institutional fee in relation to the corona crisis 

(VSNU) require an expedited adjustment to the regulations. On 12 May 2020 the Executive Board 

decided to adjust the regulation governing the institutional tuition fees, making compensation of 

the institutional fee possible in cases of a study delay related to the corona crisis.   

 

 

Jurisdiction UC / Question to the UC 

Adjustments to the Regulation Institutional Fee require advice from the student section of the 

University Council (Section 9.33a, subsection 2 of the Higher Education and Research Act). 

 

Short Summary 

The universities have jointly agreed to financially accommodate students from outside the 

European Economic Area who are, different than expected at the beginning of 2019-2020, unable 

to complete their studies within this academic year as a result of the corona crisis. This concerns 

students who pay the institutional fee in B3, or the master's (year 1 one-year masters, year two 

research masters) and who should have obtained their diploma before 31 August 2020. These 

students cannot rely on a loan facility from DUO and cannot deregister due to the risk of the 

residence permit expiring.  

 

Therefore, the Executive Board has decided to accommodate as follows: 

This group of students will receive a subsidy in the form of a discount on the institutional rate that 

they pay upon re-enrollment for the academic year 2020-2021. The level of the institutional rate is 

equated with the statutory rate of 2020-2021, i.e. 2,143 euros. This fee applies for the period within 

which students can still complete the missing curriculum components. The period within which the 

study must be completed is determined by the relevant study program, under the responsibility of 

the education director. The discount is calculated after re-enrollment via Studielink. 

 

The education directors have agreed that instead of the examination boards setting the terms for 

individual students, this will be done by the programme director who is responsible for this, and 

that this can vary for each student and each curriculum. 

The purpose of this arrangement is to facilitate that all students who are unable to graduate this 

year due to the corona crisis can all have the chance to do so next year, for the statutory fee. The 

Executive Board hopes that students who are almost graduated feel supported to also complete the 

final parts of their studies. 
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Note: the regulation above also applies to students who do not meet the degree requirement and 

for this reason pay an institutional fee.  

 

Follow-up process 

The FAQ have been updated and relevant stakeholders have been informed (E&S, May 2020). 

After the UC’s advice the Regulation Institutional fee will be adjusted as proposed.  
 

Specifics 

Although UC’s advice is needed in order to adjust the Regulation of the Institutional fee, the 

arrangement is already put into action: (1) these are national arrangements, and (2) they need to be 

in place before students re-enroll for the 2020-2021 academic year (before 1 June).  

 

 

Documents to be attached 

Annex 1 – Amended article in regulations governing the institutional tuition fee 

Annex 2 – VSNU Guide 

 

 

 


