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Context / Reason 

Determining the selection due to a capacity restriction for master programmes occurs every year, 

based on section 7.30b of the Higher Education and Research Act. On 7 April 2020, the Executive 

Board decided on the capacity restrictions for 2021-2022.  

 

The decision of the Higher Education Appeals Tribunal (CBHO) in February 2020 with regard to 

admission practices in the master programme in Medicine at the VU University Amsterdam has 

given cause for EMC to adjust its admission policy for this master, which will come into effect at 

the start of the 2021-2022 academic year. 

 

Hence, on 12 May 2020 the Executive Board decided upon a capacity restriction for the 2021-2022 

academic year for the master’s in medicine. After receiving the advice of the University Council in 

June 2020, EMC will amend the 2021-2022 Course and Examination Regulations accordingly 

before 1 September 2020. 

 

 

Jurisdiction UC / Question to the UC 

The student section of the University Council has the right to give advice on the selection 

procedures for programmes where a capacity restriction applies (Higher Education and Research 

Act Section 9.33a). 

 

Short Summary 

Background 

In February 2020, the Higher Education Appeals Tribunal (CBHO) issued a decision regarding 

admitting a student to a master programme in Medicine who had completed a bachelor programme 

elsewhere in the Netherlands. The Higher Education Appeals Tribunal ruled that only allowing 

students from an institution’s ‘own’ bachelor programme to be admitted in the master programme 
contravenes the Higher Education and Research Act. This issue was discussed extensively with all 

faculties of medicine in the country. Only the VUMC and EMC fail to meet the stated statutory 

requirements, as their admission policy literally states that only students with a bachelor’s degree 
in medicine from the same university are eligible for admission. 

 

Note: at the same time, in practice, there is hardly any exchange taking place at the national level. 

For example, UMC Utrecht sets specific practical experience as an admission requirement for the 

master, and this practical experience is actually only obtainable in the final year of the bachelor 

programme in Utrecht during the clinical placements that are unique to UMC Utrecht.  
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Consequences for EMC 

In other words, in the future, the Course and Examination Regulations for EUR’s master 
programme in Medicine will also no longer be permitted to set the requirement that admission to 

the master programme is only open to students who have received their bachelor degree in 

medicine at EUR. This means that in principle, the door is open to students from outside of the 

faculty. For capacity reasons, this is an undesirable situation for EMC: the programme only just has 

enough capacity to accommodate EUR bachelor students in the master programme, along with a 

few international (often refugee) doctors. A capacity restriction is needed to guarantee students a 

place in the programme.  

 

To ensure that the majority of students from the EMC bachelor programme obtain a place in the 

EMC master programme and at the same time give an opportunity to applicants from outside EMC 

to be admitted and comply with the Higher Education Appeals Tribunal decision, the master 

programme is proposing a capacity restriction with an admission board mandated by the dean.    

 

The capacity restriction  

EMC’s capacity restriction for the master programme complies with statutory requirements: 

- For selective admission programmes, at least two qualitative selection requirements apply. 

This is a statutory requirement and must be explicitly stated in the Course and Examination 

Regulations. See annex 2 for the relevant Course and Examination Regulations passage, 

under Article 2.1, paragraph 1c. 

- The selection procedure for selective admission programmes must be clear so that there is 

transparency for prospective students to demonstrate they fulfil the admission and selection 

criteria and so that they know the grounds for why they were or were not admitted. See 

annex 2 for the relevant Course and Examination Regulations passages, under Articles 2.2 

through 2.4.  

- Selective admission programmes are required to describe how deficiencies can be 

eliminated. External students are initially screened by the admission board at EMC. If this 

board identifies one or more deficiencies, they will report this to the student. At the 

student’s request, a remedial course will be offered by the admission board. This will be an 

individually determined programme according to the student’s level of knowledge, 
expertise and skills. This could mean, for example, that the student has to catch up on 

(significant) components of the third year of the bachelor programme if it involves consult 

communication skills (selection criterion 1, see annex) or participate intensively from 

December to March to fulfil the requirements of the community project (selection criterion 

3, see annex). Regulations for how this admission board will operate will be drawn up at 

the appropriate time. 

 

EMC’s Joint Meeting (GV) is informed of these developments. Their advice can be found in the 

annexes.                                                                                                                                         

 

Follow-up process 

After the UC’s advice, the 2021-2022 Medicine Course and Examination Regulations will be 

amended before 1 September 2020 and published (action EMC), and bachelor students in the EMC 

Medicine programme will be informed of the new admission practices for the master programme 

(action EMC). 

 

Specifics 
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Even though the Faculty Council has no statutory role when it comes to determining selection 

policy, the joint meeting (GV) was consulted for advice. Their reaction can be found in the 

annexes. 

 

 

Documents to be attached 

Annex 1 – EMC application for capacity restriction 

Annex 2 - New article in the master programme in Medicine Course and Examination Regulations 

Annex 3 – Advice of EMC Faculty Council EMC (GV) 

 

 

 


