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The topic for discussion with subject ‘Representation for students of the ISS’ was submitted in 

January 2020. 

At the time the UC was discussing the electoral system as to its electoral calendar. It was brought to 

consideration the fact that the Erasmus faculty ISS is not on the list with students’ representation in 

the UC. The main reason for the past years has been the fact of the duration of the programme, not 

able to participate in the election period (due to different practicalities as discussed in meetings) and 

a having a post initial master (PIM). 

These facts has been discussed with a EUR legal advisor. And the UC has the right and ability to 

decide whether a new ‘seat’ is created for ISS as a full-fledged participating faculty within EUR, its 

boards and  business operations. 

Despite the fact the ISS students are defined as ‘participant’ (in a PIM programme) and not as 

defined by law a ‘student’, we, the University Council (UC), have the option to choose and decide if 

the ISS ‘students’ are eligible for participating in the UC and therefore can grant the right for 

participation in a ‘extra’ created seat. 

Below a short introduction of the ISS as part of the EUR  

Organization 

International Institute of Social Studies (ISS) qualifies as a management unit (beheerseenheid), as 

described in Article 7.1 BBR-EUR with the Rector as faculty manager/Dean (faculteitsbeheerder).  

The day-to-day running of ISS is in the hands of the Institute Board (IB) (Rector and two deputy 

rectors- research and teaching) with the support of the Institute Council, which represents the 

Institute's staff and students. The Advisory Board advises the Institute Board on matters of scientific 

strategy, the Institute's mission and identity. 

ISS - part of Erasmus University Rotterdam 

On 1 July 2009 ISS became an institute "sui-generis"/University Institute within Erasmus University 

Rotterdam (EUR). In this unique structure, ISS is the equivalent of a faculty as regards applicable laws 

and regulations except to the extent that (i) such laws and regulations explicitly determine otherwise 

and (ii) this would be contrary to the goal mission and organizational structure of the ISS. 

The integration agreement, beneficial for both EUR and ISS, came about after a careful process of 

negotiations. As institute "sui-generis"/ University Institute, ISS is able e.g. to develop innovative 

research and education in cooperation with other EUR faculties.  

Students graduating from ISS receive diplomas and degrees which bear the names of both ISS and 

EUR. ISS is located in The Hague though all staff and students have access to EUR facilities and 

resources. 

A seat with ‘Right of advice’  

There are different options for the University council to grant participation in the council. 

In case of the ISS- we propose to create a seat with the ‘right of advice’ for ISS ‘students’.  

This UC member will be a full member of the council except with no ‘official’ voting rights, but can 

https://www.iss.nl/en/about-iss
https://www.iss.nl/en/about-iss/organization


advise on all UC topics. With its diverse international community and the professional background of 

our students, we believe that ISS ‘students’ should have a valuable contribution to our delegation in 

the UC. 

Please note that this is not an extra seat with the ‘official voting rights’, to participate in the central 

election period and submit for candidacy. Due to the programme length of15,5 months programme 

(starting in September ending in December), the general election period not applicable for ISS 

‘students’ and more importantly- given this is a proposal for a seat with no ‘official’ voting rights. 

 

This seat with the ‘right of advice’ can give the ISS student the opportunity to participate in a 

political body, gain experience in working with policy, learn to become a critical thinker, expand the 

network in EUR/on campus, work together with staff and management of EUR, the chance to 

represent the student community. In short, having the same benefits and opportunities as other 

elected students of different faculties with a UC seat.  

In the overview of the UC seats the ISS is also listed as a EUR faculty- for which an employee seat is 

granted, but a student seat- back then- was seen as not applicable due the fact of the duration of 

the programme, not able to participate in the election period (due to different practicalities as 

discussed in meetings) and having a post initial master programme (PIM).  

 

Also- at that time of this decision/agreement- different options of participation and the right and 

ability of the UC was not explored, thus leading to the current settlement. 

Candidacy: 

The Institute Council (IC) members (at EUR known as Faculty council-FC) and SCHOLAS members 

(student association) are elected in October, after the first month of arrival in September and taking 

into account the so called ‘late arrivals’ due to several reasons such as visa, work etc. 

The UC seat with the ‘right of advice’ will be filled in this same election period. In this period, it will 

give the ISS ‘students’ ample time, information and opportunities to choose from participatory 

bodies. 

A couple of members of the UC student body together with the elected ISS employee can choose a 

day in October to inform the ISS ‘students’ about the UC seat with the ‘right of advice’, if necessary. 

 

The elected member can participate in the UC from elected date to September of the following year. 

This means the ISS ‘student’ will miss the first month of the UC cycle. For which can’t be worked 

around due to practical reasons. 

 

Election regulations ISS Institute Council. Together with the IC/FC we can propose to plan a set date 

in early October for the elections. 

At the end of the academic year 2021-2022* this system will be evaluated to check whether the goal 
of ISS representation and ‘opening the door’ between ISS and the University Council is reached.  
 
After and during the pilot the UC can fine tune and work on issues and/or practicalities that might 
occur and after evaluation the possibility to include the new rule in ‘Reglement van orde’. 
 
*considering the developments of Covid-19, online education, international students, travel 
restrictions.  
 
  

https://my.eur.nl/en/iss-employee/committees-boards/institute-council
https://www.iss.nl/en/prospective-students/studying-iss/iss-student-association
https://my.eur.nl/en/iss-employee/media/2019-04-annex-ii-election-regulations-institute-council-student-members-2017


ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL STUDIES  
 
The International Institute of Social Studies (ISS) is a leading academic centre for international 
development studies in The Hague, which is part of Erasmus University Rotterdam (EUR). It is a post-
graduate institute of policy-oriented critical social science, founded in 1952.  
 
The ISS engages a highly diverse international community of scholars and students from the global 
south and the north. It brings together people, ideas and insights in a multidisciplinary setting which 
nurtures, fosters and promotes independent thinking. ISS staff, PhD researchers and MA students 
conduct innovative research on fundamental development problems that exist in different parts of 
the world.  
Our strong partnerships with organisations and individuals in developing and developed countries 
make up a network where we co-create knowledge so that our work remains societally relevant.  
The wish to make a contribution to achieving social justice and equity on a global level is key to the 
ISS philosophy and practice.  
With its teaching, ISS aims to support its students in becoming critical global citizens, professionals 
and change agents who are able to make a difference in the world. ISS also acquires and manages 
externally funded projects for teaching, research and capacity building from a wide range of donors, 
including NWO, Nuffic and the European Commission.  
 
Teaching 
We offer a four-year PhD programme and an accredited 15.5-month MA in Development Studies 
with various specializations for participants from over 50 countries. In addition, we offer 
postgraduate diploma programmes and short courses. The degrees, including the PhD, are 
recognized internationally and by Dutch legislation. Our more than 11.000 alumnus function at all 
levels of government, business and civil society in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
 
Our study programmes - all taught in English - provide knowledge and insights in a number of fields, 
including development economics, sociology, politics, public policy and management, governance, 
gender, employment, population, social security, children and youth, and human rights. 

Public service 
Our staff comes from many countries and is a source of knowledge and has wide experience in 
international development. We stimulate public debate on current issues, important for the 
exchange of knowledge and for increasing public awareness. ISS organizes a wide variety of events, 
from large conferences to small roundtable meetings for selected groups. The staff is also engaged in 
institutional capacity development, contract research and advisory services for international 
agencies and national governments. 

Accreditation 
The ISS MA Degree in Development Studies is widely recognized, accredited by the Netherlands 
Flemish accreditation organization NVAO and provides eligibility for entry to PhD programmes in the 
Netherlands and other countries worldwide. 
Find out more about teaching 

Research 
Research at ISS focuses on development studies. This transdisciplinary field of study seeks to 
understand phenomena of underdevelopment, development and change, with special reference to 
low-income countries. ISS research focuses on studying political, economic and social developments 
in Africa, Asia, Latin America, North Africa, the Middle East and transition economies. The Institute 
explores new developments in North-South and South-South relationships and the role of the BRICS 
countries, especially in relation to globalization and development. Find out more about ISS research 

https://www.iss.nl/en/about-iss
http://nvao.com/
https://www.iss.nl/en/education
https://infobrics.org/
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https://www.iss.nl/en/research

