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Appendix 1 – Summary of numerus fixus bachelor 2022-2023 
 
 
Background 
 
Each year, the Executive Board sets a numerus fixus for bachelor's programs with limited teaching 
capacity (WHW article 7.53). This must be reported to the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science 
(DUO) via Studielink no later than 1 September. From 1 October, students can register for the new 
academic year via Studielink. Four faculties have submitted an application for the 2022-2023 academic 
year. This concerns the same programs as the academic year 2021-2022 and 2020-2021 in which the 
level of the capacity has not changed either. 
 

School Programme Capacity Appendix 
Erasmus MC Geneeskunde 410 3 
ESL Criminologie 135 4 
RSM International Business Administration 650 5 
ESSB Psychologie 600 6 

 
Since the 2017-2018 academic year, the universities have been fully responsible for the selection and 
placement of students for bachelor programmes with a numerus fixus themselves. At EUR, the deans of 
the schools have a mandate from the Executive Board to determine the selection criteria and procedure 
and to carry out the selection. 
 
Even though the faculty councils have no legal role in applying for a numerus fixus and capacity 
restrictions, the deans are asked to consult their faculty council for advice. All involved faculty councils 
have given a positive advice. 
 
Developments 
 
- It is common practice for the Executive Board to determine the numerus fixus for bachelor's programs 

every year. Last year, the higher education institutions awaited the consequences of the Language & 
Accessibility Bill, which required, among other things, a consent from the minister to introduce a 
numerus fixus. This Bill was declared controversial when the cabinet fell. Until today, it is unclear 
whether the new cabinet to be formed will resume this Bill. Until then, current regulations are in effect. 

 
- As a result of the corona crisis, the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science has determined that 

study programs (in the background) may issue more placements (seats) than the numerus fixus, 
because it is expected that selected international students in particular will not show up at the last 
minute and the quota will not be full. Psychology has indicated that it wishes to use this possibility. 

 
- A lottery Bill has been adopted which makes it possible for the 2023-2024 academic year to admit 

students to the bachelor's program by lottery, possibly in combination with selection. Until now, none 
of the EUR programs intend to make use of this option. 

 
 
Considerations numerus fixus 
 

1. Medicine 
The government annually finances the intake of 3000 students nationally. This means that the nationally 
available teaching capacity for the Bachelor of Medicine is a fact. The deans of the relevant faculties have 
made agreements about the quotas for each institution. For Rotterdam, this means that we receive 
funding for 410 students for the bachelor's program at EUR. 
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Pre-registrations in Studielink EUR, on 15 January 
 
This year there was a discussion within EMC about whether or not to make use of the option to admit 
students (albeit from the academic year 2023-2024) by lottery. Medicine, a decentralized selection think 
tank, in which doctors, teachers and students are represented, has started to consider the selection of 
students for the new curriculum. This think tank will also include the new possibilities for lottery in its 
considerations. Important principles for this think tank are furthermore (maintaining) equality of 
opportunity and placing the most suitable student in the right place. 
 
Given the funding of 410 places and the high number of registrations, the Executive Board has decided to 
set the numerus fixus of 410 for the Bachelor in Medicine. 
 
 

2. Criminology 
Criminology has had a numerus fixus since the start of the program. The capacity of the criminology 
section of ESL is equipped for an intake of approximately 130 freshmen. Based on experience in recent 
years, it appears that a numerus fixus of 135 yields approximately 120 to 130 first years. It has been 
agreed with the sister faculties of the VU and Leiden that the numerus fixus will be maintained. ESL does 
not want to let go of that agreement. In recent years, the capacity in Rotterdam has always stood at 135 
places, and this number has been coordinated by the three study programs jointly. 
 

 2018 
 

2019 2020 2021 

Pre-registrations  292 343 569 528 
Fixus 135 135 135 135 

Pre-registrations in Studielink EUR, on 15 January 
 
Given the limited capacity of the criminology section of ESL and the agreements with the sister faculties, 
the Executive Board has decided to set the numerus fixus of 135 for the Bachelor Criminology. 
 
 

3. International Business Administration 
The teaching capacity of IBA has been gradually increased from the start of the program in 2000 to 650 in 
2020-2021. Up to and including the 2016-2017 academic year, the intake was not regulated with a 
numerus fixus, but with decentralized admission of the entire intake on the basis of the so-called 
Experiments Act. This enabled the program to control not only the number, but also the composition of 
the intake for the formation of the international classroom. DUO played no role in the placement. This 
Experiments Act expired in 2017-2018, so RSM can now only regulate the intake with a numerus fixus. 
 
For some time now, RSM has indicated that it is dissatisfied with the requirements set for the numerus 
fixus selection process. Numerus fixus programs must adhere to nationally determined, external 
deadlines. For example, the rankings are determined on April 15, which is very late for an international 
program such as IBA. It often happens that international applicants have already received an offer 
elsewhere (in Europe), so that these often talented prospective students do not come to Rotterdam. 
 
In recent months, RSM has written an application for a different form of selection in the bachelor, namely 
via Aanvullende Eisen (Supplementary Requirements). This dossier will be presented to the Executive 
Board and the University Council at the beginning of the next academic year, with the aim of finalizing the 
external approval by NVAO and OCW for the academic year 2023-2024. 2022-2023 may be the last year 
that IBA uses numerus fixus. 

 2018 
 

2019 2020 2021 

Pre-registrations 1.042 1.057 1.107 998 
Fixus   410 410 410 410 
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 2018 

 
2019 2020 2021 

Pre-registrations 2.299 2.424 3.439 3126 
Fixus 600 600 650 650 

Preregistrations in Studielink EUR, on 15 January  
 
RSM requests for the numerus fixus to be set at 650, thus anticipating the chance that the placement 
process via Studielink will not be able to fill all available places. 
 
Given the available capacity and the relatively high number of registrations, the Executive Board has 
decided to determine the numerus fixus of 650 for International Business Administration. 
 
 

4. Psychology 
Every year more students register for both the Dutch and the English track of Psychology. This upward 
trend is expected to continue. ESSB wants to guarantee the quality of education and the educational 
concept of small-scale education with the numerus fixus. Moreover, it has been agreed with the other 
Psychology programs in the Netherlands that all programs will apply a fixus in order to share the burden. 
 

 2019 2020 2021 

Pre-registrations 978 901 1333 
Fixus   600 600 600 

Pre-registrations in Studielink EUR, on 15 January 
 
 
Given the increasing number of registrations every year, and the national agreements with sister faculties, 
the Executive Board has decided to set the numerus fixus of 600 for the Bachelor of Psychology. 
 
 
Selection 
 
The Executive Board has mandated the deans of the faculties to determine the selection criteria and 
procedure and to carry out the selection and ranking. The law requires the institution to select on at least 
two qualitative criteria. One of these qualitative criteria can be fulfilled by the assessment of grades from 
secondary education. After all, figures from secondary education provide a picture of the knowledge of 
the prospective student. Other criteria may, for example, relate to personality traits, cognitive / non-
cognitive skills (such as analytical skills) or motivation. 
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1. Medicine 

 

Selection criteria 

Route A 
Route A of the Selection Bachelor Medicine is only accessible to VWO final exam candidates who take the fully central written VWO final exam 
in May 2022 in the Nature and Health plus physics profile or the Nature and Technology plus biology profile, and who have not previously taken 
to the selection procedure in Rotterdam. 
 
Candidates following route A will be assessed on three criteria in 2022: 

1. the participation form on which prior education (including extra school presentations), distinctive skills and motivation is indicated 
2. 5-VWO final report; 

In the assessment of the decentralized selection, the 5-VWO final marks for the subjects Dutch, English, mathematics, physics, chemistry and 
biology are used. * 

3. study skills tests. 
 

* Candidates who score on average equal to or higher than an 8.00 for the 5-vwo final marks for the above-mentioned subjects together (so not 
for each subject separately) and who score sufficiently on the motivation part of the participation form are immediately selected for the study 
program Medicine 
 
Route B 
Route B of the Selection Bachelor Medicine is only accessible to candidates who have not previously participated in the selection procedure in 
Rotterdam and who: 

- already have a VWO diploma with the correct profile; 
- partially participate in the central written final exam VWO in May 2022 with the aim of obtaining the VWO diploma with the correct profile 

for this program; 
- have met the prior education requirements before 15 July 2022 (admission to university and the subjects mathematics, physics, chemistry 

and biology at VWO level). 
 
Candidates following route B are assessed on two criteria: 

- the participation form on which prior education (including extra school achievements), distinctive skills and motivation is indicated; 
- study skills tests. 

 
Route C 
Route C is only accessible to Junior Med School participants who have successfully completed the Junior Med School program. They are 
selected immediately. 

Ranking 



5 
 

Ranking of the participants 
The ranking list is compiled as follows: 
1. Participants in the Junior Med School 
2. the participants in route A with an average 5-VWO final mark of 8.00 and higher 
3. the other participants in route A and route B on the basis of their mean z-score. 
 
The mean z-score is a measure that is determined on the basis of the individual scores that a participant has achieved for each of the assessment 
criteria. 

 
4. Criminology 

 
Selection criteria   

1. Transition grades from 5 to 6 VWO, or for another previous education, the most recent available grade list for final exam or transition 
(50%); 

2. A motivation letter in which the candidate explains his or her motivation for following the Criminology course in Rotterdam (50%). 
Ranking 
In order to establish the ranking, the candidates are assessed on a combination of the two criteria. So-called z-scores are used when drawing 
up the rankings. The ranking number for the selection is determined by the z-scores that the candidate receives on the two criteria. The average 
of the two z-scores determines the place in the ranking. 

 
 

3. International Business Administration  
 

Selection criteria 

Selection is based on two criteria. All students are selected on their grades, and then choose whether they want to be assessed on their CV or 
motivation. 

1. Grades (average grade for secondary education, grade for mathematics and grade for English): 75% 

2. Either CV (with relevant international background and experience): 25% 

3. Either motivation (the motivation to participate in the international classroom): 25% 

Ranking  

Average scores on the two (chosen) selection criteria determine place on ranking. IBA uses tiers for this: students are placed in a certain 
category depending on their scores for a certain component. 
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1. Psychology 
 

Selection criteria  

1. School grades (25%); 

2. Scores on an online test (multiple choice, 25%); 

3. Motivation (online questionnaire with open questions, 25%); 

4. Study attitude (online questionnaire with closed and open questions, 25%). 

Ranking 

Standard scores (z-scores) are calculated for each component, so that it can be assessed how candidates score relative to each other on the 
components of the assessment. All z scores are added to create a total score. Each component contributes equally to the total score. This total 
score determines the final ranking number of each candidate. If the total scores of candidates are equal, the score on the motivation questions 
within the group of candidates with the same score determines the final ranking number. 

When registering in Studielink, candidates choose the international or Dutch-language track. However, one ranking is made for the degree 
program instead of separate rankings per track, as prescribed by the WHW. 

 
 

 


