
Date: December 7, 2020
Subject: explanatory note discontinuing MPIM

Dear Executive Board,

I would like to respond to the question of the rector magnificus whether it is possible to continue 
the CROHO 75080 Public Information Management (MPIM), for example with another partner.

During the past twenty years, MPIM has been designed in close cooperation with one partner:
PBLQ. Erasmus University Rotterdam, by ESSB, was (ultimately) responsible for the educational 
quality of the post-initial master programme and PBLQ was responsible for the organisation of a 
traineeship. Both elements are inseparable, the combination of both elements created the whole 
experience for students. The cooperation between EUR and PBLQ was mentioned explicitly in 
accreditation reports in a very positive way.

In December 2019, when PBLQ announced to cancel the cooperation with EUR, we explored 
possibilities for cooperation with several alternative partners, such as the Rijkstraineeprogramma and 
ICTU (an independent project b consultancy firm within the government). ICTU was seriously 
interested, but eventually ICTU decided not to take over the role of PBLQ.

Now PBLQ has withdrawn, an intensive and unique collaboration has come to an end. When 
searching for new partners, it turned out that no other suitable parties are willing to take over the 
role of PBLQ.

I consider it unlikely that a suitable partner will present itself in the near future - a partner willing to 
continue the traineeship and to commit to the academic ambitions of MPIM. Without such a 
partner, continuation of MPIM during the current accreditation is not realistic, even not as a 
'sleeping' programme. Moreover, it better fits the ESSB strategy to offer post-initial education by the 
ESSB Academy, in a way that meets the needs of the target group of young and mid-career 
professionals - for whom data and policy is an interesting theme. The ESSB Academy, for example, 
offers a course 'Big Data and Policy'. We therefore see opportunities in this direction - as well as 
opportunities for the initial master's programmes of the ESSB - to reuse and further develop parts of 
MPIM. However, a CROHO registration is not required to obtain these goals and it is no justification 
for maintaining the CROHO registration either.

If you have any further questions, I would be happy to answer them.

Sincerely,

Prof. dr. V.J.M.M. Bekkers

Dean


