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Dear members of the University Council,

We, the newly elected student members of the University Council 
would like to discuss our experience in the past elections. We do this 
in a formal letter because we hope our experiences can then be 
discussed at the last meeting when discussing the evaluation on the 
electoral pilot and are necessary for a proper evaluation of the pilot. 
Secondly, we are aware of a timeline for the formal discussion in the 
university council and want to express that we are looking forward to 
that discussion.

As members who have gone through the experience of having to be 
elected amongst a group of 38 candidates, we believe that the 
current system in which the student members of the University 
Council are chosen, has some major disadvantages. The number of 
candidates is highly volatile, which can result in having no elections at 
all, or too many candidates that it is too overwhelming for voters.
This is also due to the very personal manner in which the campaigns 
are held. Instead of talking about the issues, candidates present their 
person. An election then almost becomes a popularity contest. For 
some of us, this was nearly a reason to not become a candidate at all. 
Moreover, because members are elected for one year, there is a lack 
of continuity. It is very hard to draft plans that span multiple years, 
because one might not be serving the next year. Whilst most staff 
members do serve multiple years, student members do not. A 
transfer of plans becomes nearly impossible.

It was hard getting elected. Making your voice be heard amongst 
such a large number of other candidates is tough. Other than the 
website of the council there was little support from the council in the 
elections. Debating other candidates on ideas and visions was not 
possible, so it became a 'who do you know'-campaign. We believe 
that this is not the right way of electing student members to the 
council. Student members should be elected on the base of their 
ideas and the level of representation they can bring to the council. 
This combined with the lack of continuity implicates that the current 
system needs to be replaced.

Importantly, we would like to stress the significance of hearing the 
student voice on the matter of student elections.

We look forward to the discussion about a new system of elections, 
which could bring opportunities that possibly resolve current
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experienced disadvantages. We are confident that the system in 
which we elect our student representation can become more 
democratic and more representative.

Joep Schoenmakers

Wouter van Dam

Dian van Toor

Afrodita Dobreva

Diederik Mosi

Bram Heesen

Armand

Philip van Moll
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