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The CMT has asked questions regarding EUR building ventilation and safety with respect to the coronavirus. 

An explanation is presented below. 

 

General 

 

The RIVM states “that based on current insights, it is unclear whether aerogenic transmission plays a role in 
the spread of SARS-CoV-2.” See also: https://lci.rivm.nl/aerogene-verspreiding-sars-cov-2-en-

ventilatiesystemen-onderbouwing. 

 

 RIVM states that every building must meet the Building Decree (Bouwbesluit) requirements, and this is 

the case for EUR. As a basic starting point, we still meet the RIVM guidelines. 

 RIVM does not state that meeting Building Degree requirements means that a building is COVID-19 

safe with respect to possible aerogenic transmission of SARS-CoV-2, as the role of this is unclear 

(please see the link above). 

 

2. RIVM recommendations regarding ventilation and venting in public buildings, companies and other 

organisations 

1. Ventilation should in any event comply with the Building Degree requirements that apply to that 

particular building (existing or new-build) and its use. Ventilation means both the extraction of 

unclean air and the supply of fresh outside air. 

2. If in doubt as to whether the existing ventilation system meets the Building Decree requirements, 

advice on the ventilation system and its use can be obtained from an independent expert. 

3. If there is any doubt as to whether any building, old or new, meets the Building Degree requirements 

or whether a building’s function has changed, consult an expert regarding solutions to ensure that 
the requirements are met. This can include an assessment of natural ventilation options or whether 

the installation of grills above windows would offer an alternative. 

4. Airing should take place regularly for 10 to 15 minutes by opening windows and doors, particularly 

following activities such as cooking and showering. It is also important that rooms are aired during 

breaks and after gatherings of groups of people, such as a meeting. 

  

From <https://lci.rivm.nl/ventilatie-en-covid-19>  

  

With respect to the above recommendations, the EUR situation is as follows: 

1. EUR meets the 2012 Building Degree requirements in a general sense. The EUR buildings are 

equipped with an air treatment system that ventilates and recirculates air, but this system is 

configured for its original use, which does not necessarily apply anymore. This is a point of attention 

and is being investigated further. Compliance with the behavioural guidelines is inextricably linked 

with ensuring a safer environment. Stay 1.5 m away from others, stay home if you are ill, wash your 

hands frequently and follow the government’s most recent advice.  
2. RE&F is currently having additional air quality investigations carried out and will present additional 

recommendations for localised improvements in air quality. The investigation will specially examine 

the systems’ technical status in relation to use, the function of the room and dynamic occupation 
levels. This investigation is being carried out for reasons of diligence and care in anticipation of 

possible further recommendations from the RIVM. 

3. Regarding point 2, the results of this investigation may lead to additional structural, technical and/or 

organisational measures. 

4. It is not possible to open windows in all buildings. Moreover, it is becoming colder outside, and 

opening windows and doors could result in an unpleasant indoor climate. The existing air treatment 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flci.rivm.nl%2Faerogene-verspreiding-sars-cov-2-en-ventilatiesystemen-onderbouwing&data=02%7C01%7CMarijke.weustink%40eur.nl%7C3351b8ccf7a64d8a403208d84e4b6cce%7C715902d6f63e4b8d929b4bb170bad492%7C0%7C0%7C637345433134609691&sdata=SAMNN1RKhYnKd04j7nrf3oAWoyaXO1HkW%2Fu%2BYkp1euQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flci.rivm.nl%2Faerogene-verspreiding-sars-cov-2-en-ventilatiesystemen-onderbouwing&data=02%7C01%7CMarijke.weustink%40eur.nl%7C3351b8ccf7a64d8a403208d84e4b6cce%7C715902d6f63e4b8d929b4bb170bad492%7C0%7C0%7C637345433134609691&sdata=SAMNN1RKhYnKd04j7nrf3oAWoyaXO1HkW%2Fu%2BYkp1euQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flci.rivm.nl%2Fventilatie-en-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7CMarijke.weustink%40eur.nl%7C3351b8ccf7a64d8a403208d84e4b6cce%7C715902d6f63e4b8d929b4bb170bad492%7C0%7C0%7C637345433134609691&sdata=HyoNauHHVAPKESJMvFAgTMuz3mvk6l02lSITPj68C0Y%3D&reserved=0
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system offers a solution in these cases. The recommendation is to open doors and windows (where 

possible) after using a room. 

  

 

Update regarding ongoing investigation into ventilation with respect to COVID-19  

 

 To stay on top of the situation, a meeting between technical parties will be organised every week so 

that the interim investigation results can be discussed immediately. 

 A CTO representative will be present at these meetings. 

 The order/priority per building and room type will be drawn up in accordance with an assignment from 

CTO. 

 

 


