
Cover note University Council UC 
Document number: 21.0000301 
Case number:  b21.00259       
 

 

EUR   1 

Details  

Topic  Master Sustainability Transitions        

To be discussed before  June 29th 2021 

Author / Section  Eenhuizen / AZ 

Handled by (to be invited to 

the committee) 

 Hub Zwart (ESPhil), Derk Loorbach (DRIFT) 

Date  20-5-2021 

 

 

Context / Reason 

ESPhil plans to develop and start a new Master Sustainability Transitions.  

The UC’s advice is an important step in the EUR procedure to start a new programme.  

 

 

Jurisdiction UC / Question to the UC 

Right to advice 

 

Short Summary 

The new master Sustainability Transitions is a joint effort among various EUR Schools supported 

by the EUR Strategic Platform DIT (Design, Impact, Transition) and will be hosted at the Erasmus 

School of Philosophy. This 60 EC academic master aims to educate the next generation of 

sustainable transformation leaders: reflexive, practice-oriented game changers, experimental 

transition designers with a systems perspective.  

 

The UC will be asked for advice on the new master’s programme, based on the Assessment New 
Programme (in Dutch: Toets Nieuwe Opleiding, TNO) application, included in appendix 1. The 

TNO application has recently been discussed with the ESPhil Faculty Council, policy advisors 

from Academic Affairs and Rector Magnificus. The positive advice of the Faculty Council is 

included in appendix 2.  

 

It was concluded that the dossier needs some further elaborations before it is ready to submit 

formally to the NVAO. Given the importance of this new master programme with regard to EUR’s 
ambition to create positive societal (and environmental) impact - and in order not to lose 

momentum - it is agreed that the persons involved will use the coming months to finalize the 

dossier, in alignment with the upcoming application for macro efficiency of higher education to 

CDHO (in Dutch: Commissie Doelmatigheid Hoger Onderwijs). Therefore the UC is asked to 

process this request in the upcoming UC meeting leading to a formal UC advice per June, 29th.  

 

 

Follow-up process 

- The initiators of the new master will use the coming 2 to 3 months to finalize the TNO dossier, 

taking into account the UC’s advice in drafting the final TNO Application. At the same time 

they will work on the application for macro efficiency of higher education to CDHO. 

- The final TNO application will then be handled by the Executive Board. The UC will receive 

the final TNO dossier.  

- The Executive Board will formally submit the final TNO application to the NVAO.  
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- The final application will serve as the basis for the NVAO to assess whether the envisioned 

programme qualifies for accreditation. 

 

Specifics 

- 

 

 

Documents to be attached 

Appendix 1 - TNO application: TNO MA Sustainability Transitions Final 20210429.pdf 

Appendix 1a: Course and Examination Regulations 2022-2023 

Appendix 2 - Advice of the Faculty Council: Advies inzake master Sustainability.pdf  and 

Translation - Advies inzake master Sustainability.docx 

 

 

 

 


