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Details  

Topic  Name change Tinbergen Institute Master of Philosophy in 

Economics (research) 

To be discussed before  28-9-2021 

Author / Section  Eenhuizen / AZ 

Handled by (to be invited to 

the committee) 

 Eenhuizen / AZ, Teijl-Toet / ESE, de Jong / Tinbergen 

Institute 

Date  24-8-2021 

 

 

Context / Reason 

This cover note is to inform the University Council about the intended name change of the 

Tinbergen Institute Master of Philosophy in Economics (research), (CROHO 60162). 

 

 

Jurisdiction UC / Question to the UC 

Right to be informed 

 

Short Summary 

The programme was initiated in 2003 by the Tinbergen Institute (TI), the graduate school and 

research institute operated jointly by the Schools of Economics and Econometrics of Erasmus 

University Rotterdam (EUR), University of Amsterdam (UvA) and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

(VU). The English-taught TI research master is a two-year (120 EC) joint programme (CROHO 

60162). 

 

The background to this name change is the current NVAO accreditation of the 

TI research master and the conversion of the joint programme into a joint degree programme, 

whereby the Tinbergen Institute would also like to change the name of the programme from 

‘Tinbergen Institute Master of Philosophy in Economics (research)’ to ‘Tinbergen Institute 
Research Master in Economics’. 
 

The motivation for this name change is that the MPhil degree is not acknowledged in the 

Netherlands. The current name of the programme may create false expectations for (prospective) 

students: students graduating from the programme do not earn an MPhil degree but an MSc degree. 

The program’s content will not be adjusted based on this name change. The new name fits in with 

the current final objectives of the programme: the title ‘Research Master’ makes clear to 
(prospective) students that the programme is preparing for research positions in academia and for 

research positions in the financial sector, government and international organisations. 

 

The proposed name change has been approved by the programme committee for the Tinbergen 

Institute program. The proposed change of name was also reported to and approved by the Deans 

of the three partners in the programme (school of economics of Erasmus University, University of 

Amsterdam and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam). 

 

The programme has been assessed by an NVAO approved panel on 22 June 2021. The panel was 

asked to issue an advice on the intended change of the name of the programme. The panel agreed 
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that a name change is desirable because the current name creates wrong expectations. According to 

the panel it is important to keep ‘Tinbergen Institute’ in the name of the programme because it is a 
strong brand name. The panel awards the NVAO a positive recommendation for the new name.      

                                                                                                                                       

 

Follow-up process 

The internal formal trajectory within the three universities to get the approval of the Executive 

Boards and the participations bodies has been started and will be completed before November 1, 

when the request for the name change, together with the request for extension of the accreditation 

of the TI programme, will be submitted to NVAO. 

 

Specifics 

- 

 

 

Documents to be attached 

- 

 

 

 


