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Context / Reason 

As a part of our EUR and EMC strategy we want to develop interdisciplinary (research) master 

programmes aimed at contributing to societal relevant challenges. Erasmus MC has initiated a 

Research Master Programme aimed at Genomics in a societal context, enabling students from 

various backgrounds and disciplines to contribute to “implement genomics where it can benefit 

people and gather issues from society that can benefit from genomics.”   

 

It is normal procedure to submit a dossier of a new programme to the Dutch and Flemish 

Accreditation Organisation in order to be evaluated by an external panel of peers in order to 

evaluate whether focus and orientation, the learning goals, the (alignment of) courses and the 

exam programme meet the requirements so that students can successfully take part in this 

programme and pursue a career as a Phd-student, or look for a societal relevant position.  

 

The CDHO has already advised positively on the relevance of the programme; the NVAO will 

assure the quality of the programme. Requested of you is whether the programme adds to our 

portfolio and is a programme fitting our strategic aims.  

 

 

Jurisdiction UC / Question to the UC 

Right of Consent 

 

Short Summary 

 The Research Master Genomics in Society is open for students of various disciplines with a 

documented interest in- and motivation for genomics and the way genomics will help to solve 

societal problems i.e.  students will use design thinking to identify (genomic) issues from society 

and develop solutions that have the potential of direct social impact. As such, students will work 

in teams on building bridges between genomics and society. 

 

Topic of studies 

The field of genomics is the arena for fast technological developments that will impact society: 

‘’designer babies’’ emerged in the media and society worries about how gene-editing technology 

may alter our species need to be addressed. As the genome may be analysed in-depth, big data 

are generated that may provide individuals and families with knowledge about their genetic 

susceptibilities that could contribute to disease prevention. 
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Whereas from a governance and health-care system perspective prevention may sound like a 

blessing, the psychological challenge of having to live with the threat of a genetic disease to one-

self and family members, however, is often a significant burden. Moreover, offering genomic 

knowledge to all for prevention purposes presents with numerous societal challenges such as 

financing, privacy, scalability and regulation.    Technically, we are able to create organs from 

stem cells, and we can even create so-called ‘chimeras’ to research gene therapy.   These 

examples, and many more that are not described here, illustrate that genomic research needs to 

be aligned with the needs and values of society, so-called ‘societal alignment.        
 

Learning outcomes 

Students of various backgrounds will focus their studies on (1) research techniques; (2) current 

status of genomics; (3) societal challenges related to the further development and/or use of 

genomics. (4) Students will learn to represent themselves in a professional manner as an 

interdisciplinary researcher in different contexts using a standard of professional behaviour 

(bridge-building, open-minded and ethical orientation) which will allow him/her to effectively 

navigate the domain of Genomics in Society and its various stakeholders. 

 

Programme and Assessment 

In a two year programme students will have four learning tracks related to the four themes of 

learning outcomes as mentioned in the previous paragraph,  aimed at knowledge, insight, 

evaluation and design/synthesis. Students will have an impact design project in year one to 

enable integration of the four perspectives. In the second year they will do a research internship 

before entering their final thesis.  Per course, students will get an assessment. Their personal and 

professional development will be assessed based upon a portfolio, and their learning process 

guided by coaches and lecturers/scientists. 

 

Match with Strategic Perspective of Erasmus University 

- Inter- or cross disciplinary 

- Societal relevant challenges lie at the root of the programme 

- As part of their academic skills, students learn how to work with a Theory of Change and 

use design methods to co create designs with societal stakeholders 

- Teaching is positioned within a teambased teaching (and assessment) approach 

 

                        

 

Follow-up process 

Once your Council consents, the document will be presented to the NVAO (Dutch Flemish 

Accredation Organisation). Once this has been processed, students might be able to register as 

soon as September 2022.  

 

Specifics 

None 

 

 

Documents to be attached 

Application file Genomics in Society WO Research Master  (NVAO) 
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