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Context / Reason 

For the 2022-2023 academic year, the Executive Board (EB) has decided to institute selection due 

to a capacity restriction of 700 places for the master programme in Psychology.  

 

Normally, the decision for a selection due to capacity restriction, is taken once a year, in May 

(Executive Board) and in June (advice of the University Council). This request from ESSB came 

later and is therefore treated as a postponed request. 

 

The EB granted an exception to ESSB’s request, given the urgent situation they are in. With an 

advice of the University Council in September, the programme is just in time to start with the 

selection procedure: application for 2022-2023 starts on October 1st. See Appendix 1 for the 

Faculty’s request. 
 

 

Jurisdiction UC / Question to the UC 

The University Council has the right to advice about the decisions of the Executive Board 

regarding the selection criteria and procedures (Section 9.33a of the (Dutch) Higher Education 

and Research Act).  

 

Short Summary 

The master in Psychology faces capacity restrictions in three of the nine specialisations, i.e. in (1) 

Clinical Psychology in Dutch and English, (2) Forensic & Legal Psychology and (3) Clinical Child and 

Youth Psychology (see Appendix 2 for the ESSB education portfolio).  

 

ESSB sees that affiliated faculties in the country use capacity restrictions from the 22-23 academic 

year and fears that this will mean that many non-selected applicants from other universities will 

want to come to Rotterdam. 

 

These students will then come on top of of the EUR cohort that is now starting Bachelor 3, which 

is already large; this is the latest bachelor cohort with no numerus fixus. In addition, ESSB states 

that precisely for these specialisations, the specialised labour market is too limited, which means 

that far from all graduates will actually be able to start work as Clinical Psychologists. In order to 

guarantee the quality of the education and avoid making the work pressure of ESSB staff higher, 



   

  2 

ESSB requests a capacity restriction for the entire programme. An estimate of the actual number 

of places that the master degree programme can guarantee is 700. This is a large estimation and 

it is therefore hoped that in practice, selection will not be necessary, but will be possible if the 

number of applicants exceeds the maximum capacity.       

 

 Capacity 2022-2023 

 NL EN 

1. Clinical Psychology 130 70 

2. Forensic & Legal Psychology - 70 

3. Child and youth psychology 50 - 

4. Brain & Cognition 60 

5. Psychology of Learning and Performance 40 

6. Occupational and Organisational Psychology 165 

7. Organisational Dynamics in a Digital Society - 25 

8. Psychology of the Digital Media - 40 

9. Health Psychology & Digital Interventions - 50 

Total 700 

The capacity for specialisations 1, 2 and 3 cannot be exceeded. Growth is possible for the other 

specialisations, and the number of students is an estimate based on earlier years.  

  

A capacity restriction is possible for a master degree programme if the management of the 

institution has set a maximum number for the persons that can be enrolled for the programme 

(Article 7.30(b)(3) of the WHW). The Act makes no provision for tracks/specialisations (such as 

Clinical Psychology) and refers only to a capacity restriction for an entire degree programme (such 

as Psychology). At present, it is not sufficiently clear how the capacity restriction will impact a 

track/specialisation, as in the case of Psychology. A national debate on this is currently in 

progress, with most universities stating that they would prefer to continue selection on the 

track/specialisation level, but the law is still unclear on this. 

 

Given these developments, the EB has decided to: 

- Qualify the entire master Psychology as selective, and give ESSB room to divide students 

over the specialisations as mentioned above. This way EUR obeys the law and acts similar 

as other Dutch universities; 

- Use the master in Business Administration (RSM) as example. This master programme 

also has a capacity restriction at the educational level, but in practice, students are 

divided among five (partially selective) tracks (EB decision and positive advice UC in 

September 2019); 

- In the meantime, play a active role in the national debate and work on an EUR policy on 

this topic.  

- Ask ESSB to come with a detailed description of the selection process, so it will be entirely 

clear to students when, why and how the selection process will take place. As soon as 

we’ve approved this process, we will share it with the University Council. 
                                                                                                                                   

 

Follow-up process 

We hope to receive your advice by the end of September, so that the application process can 

start from October 1st. In the meantime, the programme works on a detailed description of the 

selection process, so it will be entirely clear to students when, why and how the selection process 
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will take place. As soon as we’ve approved this process, we will share it with the University 
Council. 

 

 

Specifics 

- 

 

 

Documents to be attached 

Appendix 1 – Request ESSB including the Faculty Council’s advice 

Appendix 2 – Education Portfolio ESSB 

Appendix 3 – Selection procedure 

 

 

 


